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Respondents: 21
Answer Count: 9

Answer Frequency: 42.86 %

General opinion

Give your opinion in the scale 1-5.

1 = very negative
2 = negative
3 = neutral
4 = positive
5 = very positive

The comment field in the end is very important! It will help us understand what is 
to be kept when the grade is good, and what to change when the grade is poor.

What is your general opinion of...

the course?   
the course? Number of Responses
1 0 (0.0%)
2 0 (0.0%)
3 1 (11.1%)
4 7 (77.8%)
5 1 (11.1%)
Total 9 (100.0%)



Mean Standard Deviation
the course? 4.0 0.5

"A  first course in general relativity" by B.F. Schutz?   
"A  first course in general relativity" by B.F. 
Schutz?

Number of 
Responses

1 0 (0.0%)
2 0 (0.0%)
3 1 (11.1%)
4 8 (88.9%)
5 0 (0.0%)
Total 9 (100.0%)

Mean Standard Deviation
"A  first course in general relativity" by B.F. Schutz? 3.9 0.3



the extra material available on the course home page?   
the extra material available on the course 
home page?

Number of 
Responses

1 0 (0.0%)
2 0 (0.0%)
3 4 (44.4%)
4 3 (33.3%)
5 2 (22.2%)
Total 9 (100.0%)

Mean Standard Deviation
the extra material available on the course home page? 3.8 0.8

the information given when the course started?   
the information given when the course 
started?

Number of 
Responses

1 0 (0.0%)
2 0 (0.0%)
3 2 (22.2%)
4 4 (44.4%)
5 3 (33.3%)
Total 9 (100.0%)

Mean Standard Deviation
the information given when the course started? 4.1 0.8



the information about what was expected of you?   
the information about what was expected of 
you?

Number of 
Responses

1 0 (0.0%)
2 1 (11.1%)
3 4 (44.4%)
4 2 (22.2%)
5 2 (22.2%)
Total 9 (100.0%)

Mean Standard Deviation
the information about what was expected of you? 3.6 1.0

Comment (help us interpret your grades!)
I enjoyed the book, but would have like more examples. I also think the 2 months is too short time for processing 12 chapters of GR. The 
author recommends the course to be studied in 6-12 months. we did it in around 10 weeks? I am aware that the 200 hours we are supposed to 
spend on this course may correspond to the same amount of hours spend in a 1 year course at another university, but it is not just a matter of 
hours. I spend in excess of 300 hours on this course, but there are somethings you just can't force. I really needed more time to process and 
contemplate the new concepts and let them sink in.



Lectures and problem solving sessions

Give your opinion in the scale 1-5.

1 = very negative
2 = negative
3 = neutral
4 = positive
5 = very positive

What is your general opinion of...

the lectures?   
the lectures? Number of Responses
1 0 (0.0%)
2 1 (11.1%)
3 3 (33.3%)
4 4 (44.4%)
5 1 (11.1%)
Total 9 (100.0%)

Mean Standard Deviation
the lectures? 3.6 0.9



the problem solving sessions?   
the problem solving sessions? Number of Responses
1 0 (0.0%)
2 0 (0.0%)
3 4 (44.4%)
4 4 (44.4%)
5 1 (11.1%)
Total 9 (100.0%)

Mean Standard Deviation
the problem solving sessions? 3.7 0.7

the balance between lectures and problem-solving sessions?   
the balance between lectures and 
problem-solving sessions?

Number of 
Responses

1 0 (0.0%)
2 0 (0.0%)
3 4 (44.4%)
4 2 (22.2%)
5 3 (33.3%)
Total 9 (100.0%)

Mean Standard Deviation
the balance between lectures and problem-solving sessions? 3.9 0.9



Comment (help us interpret your grades!)
Great teachers! 
There was not enough time for processing the course material, and watching long derivation using the new notation and concepts was very 
challenging. Also when you miswrite during the lectures, then it is very confusing that you just write the correct symbol on top of the old symbol.
It would be easier to read if you took the time to erase the wrong one first. 
The problem solving sessions were generally helpfull, although the level did not always seem to be suitable. In particular there was one session
where very few students managed to do the hand in exercise. Also I think it was nice that you encouraged us to do all exercises, by not 
informing us about which exercise was for hand in.
It might have been helpful to have had more exercises. Consider adding more basic exercises in addition to the mandatory hand-ins.

Examination

Give your opinion in the scale 1-5.

1 = very negative
2 = negative
3 = neutral
4 = positive
5 = very positive

What is your general opinion of...

the presentations?   
the presentations? Number of Responses
1 0 (0.0%)
2 4 (44.4%)
3 0 (0.0%)
4 1 (11.1%)
5 4 (44.4%)
Total 9 (100.0%)

Mean Standard Deviation
the presentations? 3.6 1.5



the hand-in exercises?   
the hand-in exercises? Number of Responses
1 0 (0.0%)
2 0 (0.0%)
3 1 (11.1%)
4 5 (55.6%)
5 3 (33.3%)
Total 9 (100.0%)

Mean Standard Deviation
the hand-in exercises? 4.2 0.7

the oral exam?   
the oral exam? Number of Responses
1 0 (0.0%)
2 2 (22.2%)
3 2 (22.2%)
4 3 (33.3%)
5 2 (22.2%)
Total 9 (100.0%)

Mean Standard Deviation
the oral exam? 3.6 1.1



Comment (help us interpret your grades!)
Presentations: The choice of presentation topics was interesting, as we saw snapshots of unexplored avenues in the course. The presentations
themselves were inspiring.  
Hand-in exercises: Well-constructed and relevant, as they spanned key topics from the entire course. Challenging, yet enjoyable!  
Oral exam: The feedback during the oral exam was very encouraging, which helped to focus on the questions, and so the whole thing was not 
a nerve-racking experience.  
Moreover, going through the list of preparatory questions was crucial for gaining an overall understanding of the course. 
The presentations were fun to make and to attend. the hand in exercises helped me a lot with understanding the concepts, although I think the 
written exam exercises were much easier to understand that the ones from the book. I think the oral was too difficult for students new to GR.
I dislike Oral exams in general. It wasn't clear on what level the presentations should be, Equation heavy? Concept heavy? General overview? 
Speicialized?

Did you have enough prior knowledge for this course?
Did you have enough prior knowledge for 
this course?

Number of 
Responses

not at all 0 (0.0%)
not quite 2 (22.2%)
yes 7 (77.8%)
yes, the course was a bit easy 0 (0.0%)
I did not really learn anything new 0 (0.0%)
Total 9 (100.0%)

Mean Standard Deviation
Did you have enough prior knowledge for this course? 2.8 0.4

If your prior knowledge was not fairly appropriate, please comment!
What prior knowledge was missing/overlapping?
What is your background (year of higher education, relevant courses)?
I had enough knowledge to make it through the course by investing an excessive amount of time. I know of two students who gave up on their 
other course in order to follow this one. I think it is problematic that this course is for bachelor, master and PhD students alike. You simply can't 
have the same expectations to students at such different levels.
Lacked some math courses.



How much time have you spent on the course? (In total you are supposed to 
spend about 200 hours or 25 work-days on a 7.5 hp course)   

How much time have you spent on the course? (In 
total you are supposed to spend about 200 hours or 25
work-days on a 7.5 hp course)

Number of 
Responses

about 50 hours (25% of intended time) 1 (11.1%)
about 100 hours (50% of  intended time) 1 (11.1%)
about 150 hours (75% of  intended time) 1 (11.1%)
about 200 hours (100% of  intended time) 1 (11.1%)
about 250 hours (125% of  intended time) 2 (22.2%)
more 3 (33.3%)
Total 9 (100.0%)

Mean
Standard 
Deviation

How much time have you spent on the course? (In total you are supposed to spend about 200 hours or 25 work-days
on a 7.5 hp course) 4.2 1.9

Comments (for example on the distribution of the workload and whether you feel you have been able to perform at the level you wanted to)
Not sure about the exact number of hours spent, but it seemed to be a reasonable amount of workload.
300 hours
The course is very work intense. Since it is worth 7.5 ECTS, one is supposed to be able to do a second course (of the same amount of work) in
parallel. This is not possible in my opinion. I only did these 7.5 ECTS in VT2 and was studying to full capacity
I believe I could have spent more time. However, I also feel all the content of this course is very new; general relativity doesn't overlap with 
many other topics in physics. On the one hand, this course might have worked better as a 15 hp course lasting a whole semester, which would 
give us more time to process the information we learn. On the other hand, although it is one of the more challenging courses I have taken, I 
didn't find it unjustly difficult. 

Discrimination and harassment

According to the Lund University Policy for gender equality, equal treatment and 
diversity, there is ”zero tolerance of discrimination”

Have you become aware of any cases of discrimination or harassment during the 
course? If so please indicate in what way?   

Discrimination and harassment

According to the Lund University Policy for gender equality, equal treatment and diversity, there is ”zero tolerance of discrimination”

Have you become aware of any cases of discrimination or harassment during the course? If so please indicate in what way?
No.
no
There is no such thing in this course I think
No



Equal treatment

According to theLund University Policy for gender equality, equal treatment and 
diversity, everyone has the right to be "treated with respect and consideration and
being given the opportunity to develop on the basis of his or her personal 
circumstances".

Do you think that everyone has been given equal opportunities during the 
course? If not, please specify in what way? Suggestions for improvements are 
also welcome.   

Equal treatment

According to theLund University Policy for gender equality, equal treatment and diversity, everyone has the right to be "treated with respect 
and consideration and being given the opportunity to develop on the basis of his or her personal circumstances".

Do you think that everyone has been given equal opportunities during the course? If not, please specify in what way? Suggestions for 
improvements are also welcome.
Yes. 
no
I think everyone has been given equal opportunities during the course
Yes

What did you particularly like with the course?   
What did you particularly like with the course?
Excellent teachers, good selection of topics, and a nice combination of different ways of assessment (homeworks + presentation + hand-in + 
oral exam). 
I enjoyed the presentations a lot.
I have the feeling that I learned a lot of new physics
The application and observations part. black holes and gravitational waves and such. Not so interested in the derivation of the Riemann tensor.
Good to understand, not so interesting.
I generally quite liked the lectures. The material was very interesting and challenging. Both the teacher and assistant teacher seemed very 
knowledgeable, and they were able to give thorough answers to curveball questions. 

What in the course do you think could improve?   
What in the course do you think could improve?
I wasn't very keen on the book by Schutz for some topics, but, as advised by the teacher, looking then at some of the other books listed did 
help.  
Perhaps consider adding "A Short Course in General Relativity" by Forster and Nightingale to the list?  
the course is too condensed, and you are not considering the different backgrounds of the students. Very few 6th or 7th semester students can 
manage this much material in such a short time, and this leads to them either dropping a course, investing an excessive amount of time or 
failling the course. This could be solved in different ways. 
-decrease the scope of the course to actually correspond to 200 hours. 
-increase the scope a little and give additional handins while turning it into a 15HP course. 
-change the requirements of the course, if you do not intend bachelor students to take it.
I think it would have helped me a lot to have a large quantity of simple exercises. More questions of the kind "show that this curve is a 
geodesic", "given this metric, find Christoffel symbols", "given this information, find all components of the momentum", and so on, in addition to 
the more advanced exercises given as hand-ins. The reason is that towards the end I found myself struggling with calculating basic quantities 
and terms like dt/dtau. Of course, I believe that with more effort and initiative I could have found these kind of exercises myself, but it would 
have been nice to for example receive hand-outs with a lot of these kind of exercises. 



Other comments (both positive and negative) on the course?   
Other comments (both positive and negative) on the course?
Thank you for the wonderful course! 
intersting subject, but too cramped.


